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EXPLOITATION OF MINERAL DEPOSITS
~IK RHODDFE MOURTAING, BULGARIA

50X1-HUM§

The Rhodepe mining basin, which is being developed,
i{s thus named because it extends from the valley of the Arda River, a tributary of
the Maritsa River, into the southeast focthiils or the Rhodope Mountedns to the
Greek border. Activity in the basin seems to ceater at present around Kurdzhali.

Madan, and Rudozem /mow Chervenkovgrad/.

Kunizhali, on the Arda River, 1s ihe seat of the important mining instal-
lations and is considered the administrative ceanter for the whole area. The Gen-
erel -Directorete of Labor Reserves has jus* cpened a mining ackool there which
Ww1ll give s G-month course %o qualifisd workers of the mining, foredtry, and con-
structior industries.

The village of Mader, which is situated several kilcmeters from the south
bank of the Arda River on the Zlatograd road, helfwey up the ouler fringes of -
the Rhodcpﬁﬂmnhm_has_yju&it been raised to an okoliya center, ix place of
Zlatograd | The administrative measure which icstituted the 50X1-HUM %
change approves a significant transfer of workers to the mining center of Madsn, -

vhich oves its development to tke faec: that it is uitustgd in a region af nunmer-
ous gaological stratifications rich in mineral deposite.

At the beginning of t{his yeer Pudciem was only a hamlet, an 0ld Mosig vil-
lage on the Ards River, 12 kilcmeiers frcm the Greek border, on the yoad to Xahi.
Early in August 1952, the first information appeared in the presa: 2,000 vorkers
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" had been employed for seversl uonths in the comstruction of an "immense” fac- :
tory at Rudozem. They were living in a workers' housing project of three-gtory
houses. Moreaver, ten blocks of four-story houses were to be completed in No- .
vember 1952, a8 well as schools, s municipal hospital, and & weter reservoir.

This new "soclalist city”™ is being built with Soviet machinery under tha
leadershlp of Soviet and Bulgarian Staxhanovites. Accordivg to other sources,
& mining and drilling scheol has been established at Rudozem. s e

Besldes Kurdzhall, Maden, and Rudgozem, the Rkodope Basin includes ”the fol-
lowing mining centers, ghich have adopivd in genersl the namem of nesrby hes-.
lets: Burieva [ﬁorieva/ Krushov Dol, Straeshimir, and Erme Reks. - ° wiosonl

- Two importent Bulgarian-Soviet firms are in charge of the development of: .,
:'the Rhodope Basin: "SBovbolstroy" (Soviet-Bulgarian Comstruction Enterprise) and
Y "Gorubso” (Bulgarien-Soviet Porestry and Mining Organization). Thess fivms em-:

ploy & large mmber of workers and uss a great desl of materisl.  They undoubt.. .’
edly meke use of wany Soviet machines and technicians. o

SIS Information on this area ls scanty, because it 18 & border province and a

" mining district where traffic of outsiders is restricted. On 24 October 1952,
1t wee reported that the nev agueduct at Madsn was iu operation. On 25 October’
‘1952, the opening of a new public motor trsnsportation system, connecting all™

' the points of the Rhodope mining basin, was reported. Finally, the detailed
program for the new seagon of the Rhodope Theater, which serves the whole bor-
der region, #as made available to the public. Even the recreation ¢f the la-
bor camp personnel was taken into consideration, snd the responsivility for
eatertaimment was given to a traveling troupe of entertainers.

The exploitation of copper veins [i'n this vicinit_ﬂ vas carried on before
World War II. It has been known that sezond-grade mice was present near Smolyan,
It seems probable that nes and important copper-bearing deposits have been dis-
covered close to the old vnes.

o The Kurdzhali installstions aow process not only copper, but also zinc end
tin and poesibly chrome.

The mireral depusite of the Rhodope Mountains are most complex, and the pres.
ence of several metals in the same deposit would not surprise geologists. Through
modein prospecting ,ethode, deposits can be discovered which earlier prospectors ,
using more primitive methous, had overlooked.

Observers sre wondering if the presence of uranium salts is not the actual
reagson for this intensive erploitation. It may be noted that there was & recent
recall of Soviet technicians from the old ursnium exploitation center of Bukhovo
(25 kilcseters northeast of Sofia) , and that they ieft for an unknown deatination,
vhich may hasve been Rudozem.

An established fact which may be the cauce of this unususl activity is that
German engineors, during the World War II occupation, discoversd a great quantity
of lead veins which yielded ore with a 30-percent lead content. Geologists ss-
timate that the lesd veins extend to the subsoil of the Greek Rhodope Mountains.
It 1s even affirmed that the Gresks have begun to exploit their aree.

It has been revealed that the Rudozem works on the Bulgarien side wre strongly
protectad by large contingsnts of frontier gusrds, which were reinfcrced recently.

Besides the lead, it is possible that traces of asbestos have dbeen found.
Asdestos, as well as silver and menganese, is believed to exist thers in swall
quantities.
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" The presence nf o1l seems fairiy improbsble in that sciely meuntainous
region. )

The 1652 lead prcduction for the entire country waz, &t most, 20,000 toms.
The 1952 copper production vas undoubtedly 30,000 to 40,000 tons. The deposits
are scattered sod eccessidble only with difficulty. Their exploitation would not
be considered very profitsble in & free sconomy. )

It will be interesiing to foilow the future developeent of the Rhodope
nining basin. I%ta secrets have not been exhaustsd, sand it can be of grest serv.
ice to the Soviet war economy. )

J e 50X1-HUM]
the iead ore s 4

discovered in the Rhodope mining region nesr Rudczem and Madan is extremely .
rich and contains 90 percent leed. It will be easy %o mine heceuse it is on
the surfeace.

The Soviets, wvho are direzting the esrplcxitatlon [ef the mimg and the ex~
port /i /Gt the ore/, are particularly interested in obtaining imediat.ely ag muchk
ore aq posajhlo nntl they ure concentrating all their atteation on extractive
operations.

The number of Soviet specialists at the Rudozem-Madan lesd mines must be
considerable. Railroad authorities have decided to operate a sleeping car
three times a weelk between Scf'is and Podkova. Fodkova is abcut LO kilometers
from the mine site. Needless to say. such care vould not he taken for Bulgarien

officials.
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